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How do we meet?

How do we create a strong urban core?

How can we make more people walk and bike?

Who will live here?

How will we live?

Housing typologies?

What does is mean to be a city?

How do we connect better to the surrounding?

This document is a summary 
of the discussions during 
a workshop afternoon 
in Tuusula, arranged by 
Senaatti on March 7 2019.  
The discussions spanned 
from visioning the future for 
the urban core of Tuusula, 
public space, connections 
and building typologies in 
the Rykmentinpuisto area 
as well as how we imagine 
people to live in Tuusula in 
the future. 

Participants: 

Pia Sjöroos, Tuusula Municipality
Vilma Karjalainen, Tuusla Municipality
Tuomo Sipilä, Rykmentinpuisto
Pekka Komulainen, PKSubstanssi Oy
Otto Virenius, Senaatti
David Sim, Gehl
Jonna Ekholm, Gehl

How do we move around?

Building with nature?

Bikeability?
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There is a lot happening 
in Tuusula
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... but a lot is yet to decide 

‘Tuusula is in transformation, from 
being a town to becoming a small 
city’ 

How?
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Many great potentials  
- build on to them
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A popular region 
- attractive for 
new housing
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Ambitious 
planning!
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Already a destination 
for tourist and other 
visitors
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A strong history 
to build identity 
around

Strong historical 
values and buildings 
that create identity
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Buildings with 
strong identity, that 
can be repurposed
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Signs of urban life
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.. and new architecture 
that responds to it
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Great natural values
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Beautiful 
landscape and 
great views
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Still a lot  
to work with...
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Traffic corridors cuts through the 
city = cars are highly prioritized 
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Street design in favor of 
cars = unpleasant, unsafe 
and unurban experience for 
pedestrians and bicyclists
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Traffic separation communicates 
down-prioritization of pedestrians 
and bicyclists, eg with longer 
distances and waiting times..
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Lack of holistic planning 
between city center and new 
Rykmentinpuisto area

Can I cross here?

How do I get to here?

Where does the city start?
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New buildings are missing 
out on the chance to 
contributing to public life

Poor interaction between 
inside and outside

Undefined “walking 
the dog” space

Rykmentinpuisto main street
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New public spaces and 
streets big, not clearly defined 
and not supported by edges 
and functions
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How can Rykmentinpuisto 
help Tuusula to grow  
from village to city?
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Join up!
Join up the blocks with new buildings

Join up the street network on street 
level, for pedestrian prioritization

Join new buildings to streets for urban 
character

Join up the different parts of the  
city center

Join public functions to main streets  
and public spaces
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Boulevard,  
not traffic  
corridor!

Edges defining the street!

Edges defining the street!

Connect over the borders

Pedestrian priority!

Pedestrian priority!

Join up buildings as blocks!

Join public functions with high 
quality spaces and streets!

Urban boulevard, not  
traffic corridor!

Urban boulevard, not traffic 
corridor!

one city center!One city 
center!
= join the 
old and 
the new

New and old as
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Nya Hovås, Gothenburg, Sweden

A slip road to a villa 
neighbourhood is turned into an 
urban street and an active local 
retail center. Build edges to the 
street and a dense urban typology 
with retail groundfloors changes 
the impression of the street and 
slows down the speed. 

Retial is attracted to the area by 
a conscious 3d curating of the 
properties, where the developer 
(Next Step Group) controls the 
rents and tenants by curating the 
ground floor retail space.

From traffic 
corridor to urban 
boulevard?

Photo: Nya Hovås
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Define! 
and make 
decisions 
accordingly 

Who do we prioritize?

What type of life do we 
imagine? Where? How do we 
concentrate it? How can we 
make it happen? What type of 
space supports it?

What do we connect to?

How do we define space? 
Private/semi/public?
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Crossings at  
street level 

Pedestrian  
priority  
crossing

Connect to the 
green network

Connect green 
spaces, parks 
and streets into  
a network

Continuation of 
pedestrian street 
and urban fabric

Boulevard character 
with street trees and 
attractive/active resi-
dential ground floors

Create a area that is 
varied and scale and 
housing typologies

Active residential 
ground floors on 
side streets 

Connect to  
surrounding street 
network

Join up buildings 
into blocks

Connect to 
surrounding street 
network

Main square 
reduced in size 
and defined with 
edges

Concentrate retail 
in ground floors in 
the best locations, 
around the main 
street and squares

Public functions 
concentrated 
around to the 
public space 
and park

Define the park 
space with clear 
edges

Make use of beautiful 
old buildings and densify 
around them to create high 
quality public space and a 
destination

Gehl - Making Cities for People 
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How do we live 
in Tuusula in the 

future?
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There is a demand for

High density

Affordability

Apartments of different size - family 
apartments and smaller apartments

Good mobility - easy and attractive 
access by bike and foot to public 
transport
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There is great potential for

Building close to nature

Testing new typologies and types of 
living

Offering a rich variation of housing 
typlogies in the Rykmentinpuisto area

Developing the new and old as one 
joint, dense and walkable city center 



31Gehl - Making Cities for People 

Mission - create the 
best new housing 
neighbourhoods in 
Tuusula
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Demand for 
a new type of 
housing!

Trä Kronor’s row house 
for the 2020 Housing Fair  
are all booked. 
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Dense,  
flexible,  
easy to build?

Kartoffelrækkerne, Copenhagen
One of the most sought-aftern 
housing typology in Copenhagen - the 
former worker’s row houses. Densely 
built and works for both apartments 
or single family housing, all with 
direct access to the street street and 
to a small garden. 

Photos from the Internet



SkeppskajenOlika events över 
året - aktivitet, 
rörelse, gratis, för 
alla 

Single 
family or 

apartments

Close to 
nature

34

Own 
entrance to 
the street

Social 
streets and 

spaces
Nudging 
healthy 
mobility

Photos from the Internet
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→→ v


